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Flexible electronics centre at 11 T-Kanpur to be launched by
Prime Minister today

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Flexible-electronics-centre-at-1IT-Kanpur-to-be-launched-by-Prime-Minister-
today/articleshow/47888073.cms

KANPUR: As a first in lITs, a flexible electronic centre worth Rs 133 crore is in the process of being set up at lIT-Kanpur.
This would be a first of its kind facility across lITs, aimed at pioneering new flexible electronics domain. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would launch the flexible electronics centre under the digital India program on July 1. PM would be
doing the needful in Delhi. With PM launching the advance facility at lIT-K, the institute administration is full of
enthusiasm. So far the new technology (flexible electronics) is not available in the country but in a few years down the
line, flexible electronics would become part of every household.

The Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DIETY), government of India, is assiting lIT-Kanpur in this
project. The department has assigned seven projects to the premier institute for developing the equal number of the
prototypes of the flexible products. This includes solar cells, solar panels, sensors, display units, secure packaging to
name a few.

Talking to TOI, Director, lIT-Kanpur, prof Indranil Manna informed that Prime Minister will be launching the flexible
electronics centre in Delhi on July 1. He said that IIT-K is committed to become pioneers in the flexible electronics
domain for which dedicated research work would be done in the coming days. He mentioned that lIT-Kanpur after
developing some flexible electronics could also partner with the major electronic players such as South Korean or
European companies.

Inside this electronics centre, a special high purity fabrication lab will be set up which would be state of the art
technology. This initiative of IIT-Kanpur is special in a way that it is being done on lines - 'Make In India'--the ambitious
project of Modi government.

"A flexible electronics centre next to the Samtel building is coming up on the institute campus. This would be the first
facility to come up on the campus of any of the IIT. IT-Kanpur wants to champion this new technology. With a sum of Rs
133 crores including Rs 20 crore contribution from the side of the institute, the centre is being developed. As of now this
technology does not exist commercially", said Prof Indranil Manna, lIT-Kanpur director. It is expected that the building of
the flexible electronics centre may come up in less than two years from now.

[ IM-L crisis deepens, interim director wants to quit

Hindustan Times (Lucknow)

SRIVASTAVA CITED HEALTH REASONS AND WANTS TO BE RELIEVED OF THE INTERIM
DIRECTOR POST FROM JULY 7, 2015

LUCKNOW: The Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow (IIM-L) seems to be heading for an administrative
crisis as Prof Rajiv Kumar Srivastava, who hold additional charge of interim director of the institute, wants to
relinquish the additional responsibility.

According to sources, Srivastava cited health reasons and wants to be relieved of the interim director post from
July 7, 2015. He was given the job after Prof Devi Singh’s tenure ended in September 2014.
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JJ Irani, chairman board of governors, IIM-L, in an email to Hindustan Times on Tuesday confirmed that the
“information on Prof RS is correct.”

When asked about the appointment of a new director, Irani said: “The papers and our recommendation are with
the ministry for the past one month.” But so far it has not finalized name of a new director.

Sources said Srivastava did not attend the important board meeting held in Noida on June 22 citing health
reasons. Srivastava also did not responded to a mail by HT.

Srivastava was given the interim charge of director for a period of six months or till appointment of a regular
director. When the six-month term ended in March, he was asked to continue on the post because it was felt that
a a new director would be named by June end.

Now, IIM-L officials are keeping their fingers as it is left to be seen whether the government names a new
director by July 7 or they will have to face a crisis.

It may be mentioned that Irani, in an interview to HT in March 2015, had categorically said that ‘achche din’
had not ushered in for [IM-L.

He had then added that in the absence of a full-time director, even the best of institutions suffered and IIM-L
was no exception.

In that interview, Irani said, “In the absence of regular director, the institute is not able to take long term
decisions.”

In fact, Srivastava was not interested to take this additional responsibility since the beginning. He was given the
charge by virtue of being the senior most professor of the institute. The search-cum-selection committee
constituted during the UPA rule had, before the general elections, selected a few names for the job. But it was
not considered by the new government for reasons best known to them, sources said.

The names were proposed to HRD minister Smriti Irani on June 19, 2014 after the BJP came to power. But later
the MHRD turned down the names and ordered fresh advertisement for the post and constituted a searchcum-
selection committee.

The premier B-School was hopeful that by June-15 end it would get a regular director. The post was again
advertised in December-January, 2015 against which IIM-L received 40 applications. Few names were

proposed to the MHRD and the new director was due to replace the interim director by June end. But that did
not happen.

PMO keeps MHRD waiting for 1 T-Patna inauguration

Hindustan Times (Patna)

The inauguration of the new I1T-Patna campus at Bihta, approximately 25km to the west of Patna, has been
delayed.

The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has kept the ministry of human resources development (MHRD) waiting
for a convenient date, when PM Narendra Modi would like to perform the ribboncutting ceremony.

The 11T-P brass had received a telephonic intimation from the highest quarters in the MHRD to be ready for its
inauguration on June 29.
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However, sources say, the date was given a miss, as the construction agencies failed to meet the deadline for
completion of the first part of the first phase of the project.

It is understood that the PMO had asked the MHRD to furnish a ‘certificate of preparedness’ before it put up the
request to the PM for a convenient date.

With the construction agencies unable to complete the last-minute finishing, no one was willing to risk giving
the certificate, leading to deferment of the inauguration to some time around mid-July. The MHRD has since
been silent.

The CPWD and the National Building Construction Corporation Ltd. have been tasked with the construction of
the 11T campus. Shapoorji Pallonji and Company Limited is the project contractor.
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